A Study in Hebrews
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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES
19. “In Search for a Faith that Pleases God!”
Scripture: Hebrews 11:1 – 22.

Theme:  “Pleasing God requires an active faith that believes God and acts on His promises!”

Introduction

With this study, we will venture into Hebrews 11, which is one of the greatest chapters of the Bible. Few chapters rival it in terms of influence and spiritual power by virtue that it speaks so eloquently of faith. For ten chapters, the writer has presented and argued that Jesus, as the Jewish Messiah, is the very Son of God making Him greater than the angels, Moses and Aaron. His Priesthood is superior to the Levitical System. He offers a new and better covenant and His sacrifice with His own shed blood does far more that merely cover sins; by His blood all the sins of humanity have been paid for: past, present and future. 
But the great need of the Hebrew Christians to whom this letter was written was faith, a confident faith! The key issue that had been called into question by their behavior was not some relapse into ungodliness, nor their zeal for religion, but it was their lack of faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Law of Moses.
At the end of chapter ten, the author writes: “But my righteous one will live by faith, and I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.” Heb 10:38.

The question that now needs to be answered is this:  “If the righteous ones are to live by faith, then what must that faith look like?” Throughout this letter, we have noted that there is a faith without which no one can please God, without which we are not true believers at all. So, what does a faith that pleases God look like?

In the eleventh chapter, the writer defines and then illustrates what this faith looks like. A faith that pleases God is not merely some positive thinking, or holding on to some intellectual convictions, but it is a confident conviction that knows God, acts in obedience to His commands, rests in hope on His promises, impacts one’s life style and makes him courageous for God. This faith the writer proceeds to illustrate by pointing to example after example of men and women from the pages of biblical Jewish history. Their example is rehearsed to inspire us also as we search for a faith that pleases God.

I. A Description of Faith.  Hebrews 11:1 – 2, 6


1. What are the connections between what the author has just said in 
10:35 – 39 and the theme of Chapter 11?
2. In his definition of faith in verse one, what two verbs describe faith? (11:1)
· What or who is the object of our faith?
· Would you conclude that faith is a “force” or “formula” that you generate to activate results? Why or why not?
3. What claims are made in vs. 6 and what are two key ingredients of faith? (11:6)
4. Write out your own definition of faith while capturing the insights of vs. 1.
II. Basic Ingredients of Faith.  Hebrews 11:3 – 7.
1. How does verse 3 illustrate faith as the certainty “of what we do not see?”
· Why is faith necessary to see the Creator behind His creation?
2. Why is Abel’s sacrifice regarded as better than Cain’s? Didn’t Cain give his best?                             (11:4, Gen. 3:21; 4:1 – 12).
· How then did Abel demonstrate true faith?
· How does Abel’s sacrifice still speak today? (Rom. 3:24 – 25)
3. What aspect of faith is demonstrated by Enoch? (11:5; Gen 5:21 – 24).
4. How did Noah demonstrate his faith in God? (11:7; Gen 6:5 – 22; 7:11 – 12)
5. Reflect on each of these characters (vs. 4 – 7). What special focus or aspect of faith did they demonstrate?
III. Responding to God’s Call to Destiny by faith. Hebrews 11:8 – 22.
1. What key response must happen for faith to be demonstrated? (11:8)
· Read Genesis 12:1 – 3. What did God promise Abraham and what was the ultimate purpose for God’s call?
2. As you read 11:9 – 12 about Abraham’s life, what would you conclude that are the challenges and difficulties in living by faith in God’s promises?
· What was the underlying hope that kept Abraham going in his walk of faith? (11:9, 10)
· What has it cost you to follow Christ by faith? What keeps you going?
3. What do you learn about faith in God from Heb. 11:13 – 16?
· What does it mean to be “aliens and strangers on earth?” (13)
· What makes God proud of His people? (15 – 16)
4. What ultimate test of faith did God put before Abraham? (11:17 – 19).
· What gave Abraham’s faith substance to weather this test? (19).
5. How do Isaac, Jacob and Joseph (as listed in 11:20 – 22) demonstrate a confident faith in God?
Application
1. Reflect on the people mentioned in this section, with whom do you feel you have most in common? Why? With whom do you have the least?
2. How has your life demonstrated a confident, active faith in God?

